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AREN Harrland had no burning
ambition to write a book

But when the now 38-year-old
found herself living and
working on a 215,000ha property
ralia’s Simpson Desert almost a

riting down her experiences

Getting bogged in the middle of

ere, fighting bushfires, driving for 90
s to reach the nearest neighbour

all part of the family’s adventure-
fillec days on the land - not a typical
onment for newborns.

ience, Karen has enjoyed stints
all three of her children in the
ert during breaks from the family's
1ome base in Tasmania.
) ving at Neika, south-west of
Hobart, Karen recently finished the
1 cript for her book, Spinifex Baby,
s been shortlisted for the Finch
emoir Prize. If she wins — the prize
will be announced at the Sydney Writers'
Festival next week - Finch will publish her
1 ipt.
 the meantime, Karen, her husband Al
mer; 37, and their children Asha, 8, Clay,
¢ Zavier, 3, continue to share tales of
. esert lifestyle from their home on a
i erty tucked behind Mt Wellington.
e their desert memories are fond,
it the extreme heat and dusty
\pe — as beautiful as 1t was -
them appreciate their home in
ven more.

-bedroom home, constructed
‘materials, is spread across
cing the most of the sloping
nsive bush views.

the six-year-old home

OUT OF HER COMFORT ZONE: Karen spent her early days as a new mum living and working on a 215,000ha property in the harsh Simpson
experience of which inspired her manuscript, Spinifex Baby, which has been shortlisted for the Finch Memoir Prize.




CREATURE COMFORTS: Clockwise from abov
Karen and daughter Asha snjoy downtime
reading; Clay and Asha have plenty

1o play; Al and Karen on their balc

plays in the yard; Al's Macquarie |Is
photographs are featured in a

family grow much of their own product




ROOMWITH A VIEW: Karen and Al's home is built sustainably from recycled materials and features mar
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We had no idea — we¢
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backpack and go and
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Karen said the 1solation of raising
a baby in the desert was not unlike
the isolation felt by most new parents,
regardless of where they lived

‘Anyone can feel isolated as a new mum,

whether they are in a remote place or in
the middle of a ¢ ity,” she said

She said coping ina t 1 situation,
away from the tight-knit Tasmanian
community she was used to was dlf’ﬁcun
but she wanted to show ife
always got ea
e end
found it hard at time
it to be hard,” st

ffort was worth
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It was an incredible landscape and we'd

it in th

i back here is just so
»and warm and beautiful™ @
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